IThe

= £

OF POLITICS AND BUSINESS . 'i

Technology and
Intellectual Property
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Moving quickly to obtain patents is one way to protect
intellectual property, added Stevan Lieberman of Greenberg
& Lieberman, a firm specializing in patents, trademarks,
copyrights and Internet law.

“Before you get your stuff out on the market, get your
patents. Make sure you have at least filed them and protect-
ed yourself,” Lieberman said.

Lieberman and House agree that emerging technology
companies often overlook key legal issues because the sci-
entists who head the enterprises are more focused on tech-
nology than business. “They feel that legal formalities are a
nuisance, an impediment to research. They don't pay atten-
tion to what could happen down the road,” said House.

“They are doing some absolutely astounding research, but
from a business point of view, they really need somebody to
look after them,” Lieberman said. “Larger companies prey on
them, trying to get them to sign contracts...These little com-
panies sign whatever they are told to sign. Then they realize
later that they signed away their life. It just isn't fair.”

Through arbitration and litigation, Lieberman’s firm seeks
to cancel inequitable contracts for some technology compa-
nies. “If I would give them any advice at all,” Lieberman said,
“it is to talk to an attorney before you sign a contract, and lis-
ten to them.”
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