Our Awards
It is not surprising that our attorneys’ experience and excellent record of results have
earned both the individuals and the firm itself a myriad of awards, acknowledgments
and honors.
An impressive number of Paley Rothman lawyers are always included among those annually recognized
as Super Lawyers in Maryland and Washington D.C. Many prominent publications have seen fit to include
several of the firm’s finest as “Best Lawyers” (Washingtonian Magazine), members of the “Legal Elite”
(Washington SmartCEO), “Top Estate Lawyers” (Bethesda Magazine) and “Leadership in Law” honorees (
The Daily Record). The organizations that each year identify the top practitioners in the legal profession
have followed suit; “Best Lawyers in America,” “Who’s Who in American Law” and "Chambers U.S.A." are
among those that have bestowed accolades to Paley Rothman attorneys.
Equally impressive is how the firm has been acknowledged for the quality of its work in recent years. Our
Employment Law, Family Law, Real Estate, Estate Planning, Appellate, Tax practice groups have each
been selected in the U.S. News - Best Lawyers “Best Law Firms” rankings of national and Washington,
D.C. area firms for the last several years, and our Commercial Litigation and Insurance Recovery practice
groups received Metropolitan (Washington D.C.) rankings. Fortune Magazine’s “Investors Guide”
published a list of the nation’s top-ranked law firms that included Paley Rothman. The rankings were
based on the LexisNexis Martindale-Hubbell Peer Review Ratings of 250,000 law firms nationwide. Of
that total, less than 1,000 firms were selected, based on the percentage of their attorneys achieving an AV
Preeminent rating, the highest level of professional excellence.

Awards & Recognitions
2020 BEST LAW FIRMS - U.S. NEWS-BEST LAWYERS
For the eighth year in a row, Paley Rothman earned national and local honors in US News-Best Lawyers
2020 “Best Law Firms” rankings.

2020 BEST LAWYERS IN AMERICA
Paley Rothman is pleased to announce that 17 lawyers have been named to the 2020 Edition of Best
Lawyers in America.

2020 WASHINGTON D.C. SUPER LAWYERS
Glenn Cooper was named to the Top 10 Washington D.C. Super Lawyers list. Nine other attorneys were
named to the 2020 Washington D.C. Super Lawyers list and four were selected 2020 "Washington D.C.
Rising Stars."

2020 MARYLAND SUPER LAWYERS
Glenn Cooper was named the number one attorney in Maryland for the second year in a row. Ten Paley
Rothman attorneys were named to the 2020 Maryland Super Lawyers list and four were selected 2020
"Maryland Rising Stars."

BETHESDA MAGAZINE’S TOP ATTORNEYS 2019
Fourteen attorneys were featured across twelve practice areas in the Top Attorneys feature in the
November/December 2019 issue of Bethesda Magazine.

WASHINGTONIAN MAGAZINE’S TOP FINANCIAL ADVISERS AND TOP DIVORCE LAWYERS
Paley Rothman is pleased to announce that six of its attorneys have been listed in Washingtonian
magazine's December 2019 issue for Top Financial Advisers and Top Divorce Lawyers. The Top
Financial Advisers included Paula Calimafde, Michelle Chapin, and Jeffrey Kolender. The Top Divorce
Lawyers included Tracey Coates, Glenn Cooper, and Carlos Lastra.

BETHESDA MAGAZINE’S TOP ESTATE LAWYERS
Jeffrey Kolender, Paula Calimafde, and Michelle Chapin were all featured in the most recent edition of the
magazine. The feature is in the July/August 2018 edition of Bethesda Magazine. This year, 17 attorneys
were listed as the Top Estate Lawyers by their peers, and 8 were selected as Rising Stars.

AMERICAN COLLEGE OF TRUST AND ESTATE COUNSEL
Paula Calimafde and Debbie Cohn were elected Fellows of the American College of Trust and Estate
Counsel. The American College of Trust and Estate Counsel is a nonprofit association of lawyers and law
professors skilled and experienced in the preparation of wills and trusts; estate planning; and probate
procedure and administration of trusts and estates of decedents, minors and incompetents. Lawyers and
law professors are elected to be Fellows based on their outstanding reputation, exceptional skill, and
substantial contributions to the field by lecturing, writing, teaching and participating in bar activities.

AMERICAN COLLEGE OF TAX COUNSEL
Paula Calimafde was elected a Fellow of the American College of Tax Counsel. The Fellows of the
American College of Tax Counsel constitute an extraordinary group of America’s very best tax attorneys.
Membership is reserved for those leaders who have made an exceptional contribution to their chosen
profession. Fellows must be nominated for the honor of membership and must then undergo a rigorous
screening process prior to being elected as Fellows of the College.

AMERICAN COLLEGE OF EMPLOYEE BENEFITS COUNSEL
Paula Calimafde was elected a Fellow of the American College of Employee Benefits Counsel. The
American College of Employee Benefits Counsel is dedicated to elevating the standards and advancing
the public's understanding of the practice of employee benefits law. Fellows of the American College of
Employee Benefits Counsel are selected by the College's Board of Governors from among employee
benefits attorneys nominated for that honor and recommended for consideration by the Board's
Membership Committee after considering the recommendations of regional screening committees.

AMERICAN COLLEGE OF TRIAL LAWYERS
Glenn Cooper was elected a Fellow of the American College of Trial Lawyers. The American College of
Trial Lawyers is an invitation only fellowship of exceptional trial lawyers of diverse backgrounds from the
United States and Canada. The College thoroughly investigates each nominee for admission and selects
only those who have demonstrated the very highest standards of trial advocacy, ethical conduct, integrity,
professionalism and collegiality.

AMERICAN ACADEMY OF MATRIMONIAL LAWYERS
Glenn Cooper and Howard Soypher (former Principal) were elected Fellows of the American Academy of
Matrimonial Lawyers. The Academy Fellows are highly skilled negotiators and litigators who represent
individuals in all facets of family law. These areas include divorce, annulment, prenuptial agreements,
postnuptial agreements, marital settlement agreements, child custody and visitation, business valuations,

property valuations and division, alimony, child support and other family law issues.

AMERICAN COLLEGE OF REAL ESTATE LAWYERS
Linda Schwartz was elected a Fellow of the American College of Real Estate Lawyers. The American
College of Real Estate Lawyers is the premier organization of U.S. real estate lawyers. Admission is by
invitation only after a rigorous screening process. ACREL's distinguished, nationally-known lawyers have
been elected to fellowship for their outstanding legal ability, experience and high standards of professional
and ethical conduct in the practice of real estate law.

THE COLLEGE OF LABOR AND EMPLOYMENT LAWYERS
Hope Eastman was elected a Fellow of The College of Labor and Employment Lawyers. In 2006, she
served as President of The College. The College of Labor & Employment Lawyers is a non-profit
professional association honoring the leading lawyers nationwide in the practice of Labor and
Employment Law. Their Fellows are recognized as distinguished members of the labor and employment
community who promote achievement, advancement and excellence in the practice by setting standards
of professionalism and civility, by sharing their experience and knowledge and by acting as a resource for
academia, the government, the judiciary and the community at large.

PRESIDENT’S CITATION FOR OUTSTANDING SERVICE - BIBI BERRY (FORMER PRINCIPAL)
Bibi Berry (former Principal) received the President’s Citation for Outstanding Service from the Bar
Association of Montgomery County. Jim Hammerschmidt previously won this award in 2008.

ANDREW L. SONNER DIVERSITY AWARD
Howard Soypher (former Principal) accepted the Andrew L. Sonner Diversity Award, presented to Paley
Rothman, for upholding the highest standards of the legal profession by encouraging racial and cultural
diversity in the hiring, retention and promotion of attorneys. The award was given by the Bar Association
of Montgomery County.

BEST LAWYERS - WASHINGTONIAN MAGAZINE
Glenn Cooper and Howard Soypher (former Principal) of the firm’s Family Law practice group were both
named Washingtonian “Best Lawyers” for 2013. The list, published in the December 2013 issue, included
both attorneys in the “Divorce & Family Law” category.

TOP TITLE COMPANIES - WASHINGTON BUSINESS JOURNAL
Presidential Title, a subsidiary of Paley Rothman that provides the full range of commercial and residential
real estate settlement and title services, was included in a recent Washington Business Journal ranking of
the D.C. area’s Top Title Companies.

2014 D.C. FAMILY LAW LAWYER OF THE YEAR
Glenn Cooper has been named Best Lawyers’ “2014 DC Lawyer of the Year in Family Law.” Mr. Cooper,
who has also been selected a “Super Lawyer” for each year of its existence and among Washingtonian
Magazine’s “Top Divorce Attorneys” for the past six years, was chosen based on the results of an
extensive survey consisting of close to three million evaluations by the country’s top attorneys.

2013 PROFESSIONALISM AWARD - TRISH WEAVER
Trish Weaver received the 2013 Professionalism Award from the Bar Association of Montgomery County
(BAMC) in recognition of her exemplary conduct, long-standing service and extraordinary
accomplishments in the legal profession.

2012 MARYLAND’S TOP 100 WOMEN - THE DAILY RECORD
Trish Weaver has been named one of “Maryland’s Top 100 Women–2012” in The Daily Record’s annual
recognition of professional women making a positive impact through their accomplishments, leadership,
community service and commitment to mentoring.

2012 TOP RANKED LAW FIRM - FORTUNE MAGAZINE
Paley Rothman was included in the December 2011 Fortune Magazine’s list of the country’s top-ranked
law firms, based on Martindale-Hubbell’s Peer Review Ratings of those firms with the highest percentage
of attorneys achieving an AV Preeminent rating.

2011 LEADERSHIP IN LAW AWARD - THE DAILY RECORD
Trish Weaver was named the winner of The Daily Record's "Leadership in Law" Award for 2011. This
award is given in recognition of outstanding work done by members of the legal community throughout the
state of Maryland who devote considerable time and energy to bettering the legal profession as well as
the communities in which they live and work.

CERTIFICATE OF RECOGNITION AND APPRECIATION
Paley Rothman recently received a Certificate of Recognition and Appreciation from Montgomery County
Executive Ike Leggett for its years of outstanding dedication, leadership and service to the Jewish
community.

PRESIDENT’S CITATION FOR OUTSTANDING SERVICE - JIM HAMMERSCHMIDT
Jim Hammerschmidt received the “President’s Citation for Outstanding Service” at the 2008 Annual
Meeting of the Bar Association of Montgomery County (BAMC).
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